


transition from current league structure to new league structure between 2011-12 and 2012-13 Seasons

Following the vote by clubs to endorse the restructure of the Davis Wood Hockey League to that presented as Option 3 (Hereafter referred to as “The New Structure”), the League Committee have produced the following document to describe the transition process between the current structure (2011-12) and the new structure (2012-13).  

At the end of the 2011-12 season, promotion and relegation of teams will take place in accordance with Rule 2.4.  The new structure will incorporate the effects of these promotions and relegations. 

The re-structuring process has been designed with the overriding principal that any team finishing in the top two positions within their current division will be promoted one Tier closer to Tier 1 (regardless of the name of the division).  

This does not preclude the possibility that more than two clubs from a division may find that they are placed at a higher level that at which they finished in the 2011-12 Season.  
The second overriding principal of the re-structure process is to minimise traveling distances throughout the league, particularly at the lower Tiers of the league pyramid.  It should, however, be noted that certain teams in lower Tiers may not notice a reduction in travel due to their remote geographical position. 

The 2012-13 League Structure is presented in Figure 1 below.  Clubs are requested to note that at this stage, the divisional names presented are for indicative purposes only, and will be finalised at the League Committee meeting in September 2011.  

Clubs should also be aware that the Division names do not represent the precise geographic location from which teams in that division will be based.    Consequently clubs are urged not to make any presumptions about the exact division within a tier that a team of theirs will go into.  The final allocation to divisions whilst based on geographical location will also have to take into account a number of other prevailing factors which may only become apparent at the end of the season when certain factors outside of the league committees control possibly come into play.
For clarity, the Tiers within the current and new league structures are considered to be as follows:

	Tier
	Current Structure
	New Structure

	Tier 1
	Premier 1
	Premier Division

	Tier 2
	Premier 2
	Division 1

	Tier 3
	Premier 3
	Northern Conference

Southern Conference

	Tier 4
	North 1

South 1
	Northern  & Welsh Division 1

Central Division 1

Southern Division 1

	Tier 5
	North 2

South 2
	Northern & Welsh Division 2

Central Division 2

Southern Division 2

	Tier 6
	Severn

Avon

South West 1

South East 1
	North & Welsh Eastern 3

North & Welsh Western 3

Central East 3

Central West 3

South Eastern 3

South Western 3

	Tier 7
	All Teams Below Tier 6
	As for Tier 6 as required


Based upon the above, the following tables show finishing positions in 2011-12, and subsequent placement for 2012-13:
	Premier 1 (Tier 1)
	
	Premier 2 (Tier 2)
	
	Premier 3 (Tier 3)
	
	
	

	1
	EHL
	
	1
	Tier 1
	
	1
	Tier 2
	
	
	

	2
	Tier 1
	
	2
	Tier 1
	
	2
	Tier 2
	
	
	

	3
	Tier 1
	
	3
	Tier 2
	
	3
	Tier 3
	
	
	

	4
	Tier 1
	
	4
	Tier 2
	
	4
	Tier 3
	
	
	

	5
	Tier 1
	
	5
	Tier 2
	
	5
	Tier 3
	
	
	

	6
	Tier 1
	
	6
	Tier 2
	
	6
	Tier 3
	
	
	

	7
	Tier 1
	
	7
	Tier 2
	
	7
	Tier 3
	
	
	

	8
	Tier 1
	
	8
	Tier 2
	
	8
	Tier 3
	
	
	

	9
	Tier 1
	
	9
	Tier 2
	
	9
	Tier 3
	
	
	

	10
	Tier 1
	
	10
	Tier 2
	
	10
	Tier 3
	
	
	

	11
	Tier 2
	
	11
	Tier 3
	
	11
	Tier 3
	
	
	

	12

	Tier 2
	
	12
	Tier 3
	
	12
	Tier 3
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	North 1 (Tier 4)
	
	South 1 (Tier 4)
	
	North 2 (Tier 5)
	
	South 2 (Tier 5)

	1
	Tier 3
	
	1
	Tier 3
	
	1
	Tier 4
	
	1
	Tier 4

	2
	Tier 3
	
	2
	Tier 3
	
	2
	Tier 4
	
	2
	Tier 4

	3
	Tier 3
	
	3
	Tier 3
	
	3
	Tier 4
	
	3
	Tier 4

	4
	Tier 3
	
	4
	Tier 3
	
	4
	Tier 4
	
	4
	Tier 4

	5
	Tier 3
	
	5
	Tier 3
	
	5
	Tier 4
	
	5
	Tier 4

	6
	Tier 3
	
	6
	Tier 3
	
	6
	Tier 4
	
	6
	Tier 4

	7
	Tier 4
	
	7
	Tier 4
	
	7
	Tier 4
	
	7
	Tier 4

	8
	Tier 4
	
	8
	Tier 4
	
	8
	Tier 4
	
	8
	Tier 4

	9
	Tier 4
	
	9
	Tier 4
	
	9
	Tier 5
	
	9
	Tier 5

	10
	Tier 4
	
	10
	Tier 4
	
	10
	Tier 5
	
	10
	Tier 5

	11
	Tier 4
	
	11
	Tier 4
	
	11
	Tier 5
	
	11
	Tier 5

	12
	Tier 4
	
	12
	Tier 4
	
	12
	Tier 5
	
	12
	Tier 5


	Severn 

(Tier 6)
	
	Avon 

(Tier 6)
	
	South West 1 

(Tier 6)
	
	South East 1 

(Tier 6)

	1
	Tier 4
	
	1
	Tier 4
	
	1
	Tier 4
	
	1
	Tier 4

	2
	Tier 4
	
	2
	Tier 4
	
	2
	Tier 4
	
	2
	Tier 4

	3
	Tier 5
	
	3
	Tier 5
	
	3
	Tier 5
	
	3
	Tier 5

	4
	Tier 5
	
	4
	Tier 5
	
	4
	Tier 5
	
	4
	Tier 5

	5
	Tier 5
	
	5
	Tier 5
	
	5
	Tier 5
	
	5
	Tier 5

	6
	Tier 5
	
	6
	Tier 5
	
	6
	Tier 5
	
	6
	Tier 5

	7
	Tier 5
	
	7
	Tier 5
	
	7
	Tier 5
	
	7
	Tier 5

	8
	Tier 5
	
	8
	Tier 5
	
	8
	Tier 5
	
	8
	Tier 5

	9
	Tier 5
	
	9
	Tier 5
	
	9
	Tier 5
	
	9
	Tier 5

	10
	Tier 6
	
	10
	Tier 6
	
	10
	Tier 6
	
	10
	Tier 6

	11
	Tier 6
	
	11
	Tier 6
	
	11
	Tier 6
	
	11
	Tier 6

	12
	Tier 6
	
	12
	Tier 6
	
	12
	Tier 6
	
	12
	Tier 6


	S.Wal 1

(Tier 7)
	
	HG1 

(Tier 7)
	
	BNWS1 

(Tier 7)
	
	WNES1 

(Tier 7)
	
	SWD 1 

(Tier 7)
	
	South East 2 

(Tier 7)

	1
	Tier 6
	
	1
	Tier 6
	
	1
	Tier 6
	
	1
	Tier 6
	
	1
	Tier 6
	
	1
	Tier 6

	2
	Tier 6
	
	2
	Tier 6
	
	2
	Tier 6
	
	2
	Tier 6
	
	2
	Tier 6
	
	2
	Tier 6

	3
	Tier 6
	
	3
	Tier 6
	
	3
	Tier 6
	
	3
	Tier 6
	
	3
	Tier 6
	
	3
	Tier 6

	4
	Tier 6
	
	4
	Tier 6
	
	4
	Tier 6
	
	4
	Tier 6
	
	4
	Tier 6
	
	4
	Tier 6

	5
	Tier 6
	
	5
	Tier 6
	
	5
	Tier 6
	
	5
	Tier 6
	
	5
	Tier 6
	
	5
	Tier 6

	6
	Tier 6
	
	6
	Tier 6
	
	6
	Tier 6
	
	6
	Tier 6
	
	6
	Tier 6
	
	6
	Tier 6

	7
	Tier 6
	
	7
	Tier 6
	
	7
	Tier 6
	
	7
	Tier 6
	
	7
	Tier 6
	
	7
	Tier 6

	8
	Tier 6
	
	8
	Tier 6
	
	8
	Tier 6
	
	8
	Tier 6
	
	8
	Tier 6
	
	8
	Tier 6

	9
	Tier 6
	
	9
	Tier 6
	
	9
	Tier 6
	
	9
	Tier 6
	
	9
	Tier 6
	
	9
	Tier 6

	10
	Tier 6
	
	10
	Tier 6
	
	10
	Tier 6
	
	10
	Tier 6
	
	10
	Tier 6
	
	10
	Tier 6

	11
	Tier 7
	
	11
	Tier 7
	
	11
	Tier 7
	
	11
	Tier 7
	
	
	
	
	11
	Tier 7

	12
	Tier 7
	
	12
	Tier 7
	
	12
	Tier 7
	
	12
	Tier 7
	
	
	
	
	12
	Tier 7


All teams in divisions below those shown will be placed in Tier 7.  
IMPORTANT PLEASE NOTE:
It is imperative that clubs note that the above placements area based upon one club being relegated to The Davis Wood Hockey League from the EHL, and no clubs withdrawing from Tier 7 (or above) in the current structure.  
The League committee reserves the right to make any alterations to the above in line with Rule 2.2 and Rule 2.4.  

The committee will endeavour to offer clubs “as it stands” scenarios at the mid-way point of the 2011-12 season if circumstances allow and it is deemed constructive to undertake such an exercise.  

